
SANTA FE DESERT CHORALE
HIDDEN TREASURES OF BYZANTIUM

A divine and meditative experience–the Desert Chorale presents rich sacred music from
Russia, a special commission by Orthodox
Priest and composer Ivan Moody, and great
spiritual works from Greece, Finland and the
United States.

August 6 and 8, at the Cathedral Basilica
St. Francis Santa Fe, at 8:30pm.

ST. ELIAS THE PROPHET
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

JULY/ AUGUST 2015
The glorious Elias,
incarnate messenger of God,
pillar of prophets,
and second forerunner of the coming of Christ

August 9 at the Cathedral church of St.
John in Albuquerque at 4:00pm.

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Denver
The MOST Rev. Metropolitan Isaiah, Primate
Reverend Fr. Dimitrios A. Pappas, Priest

St. Elias the Prophet
46 Calle Electra
Santa Fe, NM 87508
(505) 466-0015 office (505) 204-4655 cell paradosi@msn.com
www.stelias.nm.goarch.org
A WELCOME NOTE TO OUR GUESTS:
We are glad to have you worshipping with us today.
Please sign our Guest Register
and introduce yourself to Father Dimitrios after the service.
Please join us for lunch following the Divine Liturgy.

sent grace from on high
to Elisha that he might cleanse lepers
and heal sickness

SERVICES AND INFORMATION
Times of Services:
Sundays: Orthros/Matins - 9:00am; Divine Liturgy - 10:00am

SERVICES FOR JULY
Sunday, 5 July Parish council meeting
Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am
Sunday, 12 July General Assmbly
Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am
Sunday, 19 July
Monday, 20 July Prophet Elias
Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am
Sunday, 26 July St. Paraskevi
Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am
SERVICES FOR AUGUST
Sunday, 2 August
Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am

Wednesday, 5 August
Great vespers 6:00pm
Thursday, 6 August Transfiguration
Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am
Friday, 7 August
Paraklesis 6:00pm.
Sunday, 9 August Parish council meeting
Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am
Wednesday, 12 August
Paraklesis 6:00 pm.
Friday , 14 August
Great Vespers 6:00 pm
Saturday, 15 August Dormition of the Theotokos
Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am
Sunday, 16 August Pig roast celebration
Orthros 9:30am Divine Liturgy 10:30 am
Sunday, 23 August
Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am
Sunday, 30 August St. Alexandros
Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am

Forgiveness in the Christian Family
The bonding cement of a Christian community—whether it be a parish or the family—is the ability and the readiness of each of the members to ask forgiveness from one another. If we are not able to forgive one another how can
we expect God to forgive us? In the "Our Father, ... " which Christ taught us to pray, we ask for God's forgiveness
on these conditions: "Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors . . ." (Matt. 6:12). The most effective medicine
against anger and irritability, although it is the most bitter at the first draught, is to ask forgiveness after a quarrel.
It is bitter for human pride but, if it is so, hasten even more to make use of it, for it is bitter only for the proud, and
if it seems so intolerable to you, then you know that you have within you yet another serious ailment, pride. Sit
down and think over your own soul, and pray that the Lord might help you master yourself and ask forgiveness and
reconciliation from the person you have offended, even if he is more to blame than you are. .
The Christian family is the most primary of all human relationships, for on its stability depends the stability of the
entire Church. Disharmony within Christian families penetrates into the larger Christian community, creating disharmony in the parish church as well. Members of the family should be quick to ask for each other's forgiveness
when they have said or done wrong to them. Asking for forgiveness keeps animosity, anger and hatred from becoming rooted in members of the family, which eventually may cause the dissolution of the family and the family
church. This catastrophe is not only physically harmful, but also spiritually detrimental. The seeking of forgiveness
for wrong or harsh words or anger should never be put off until tomorrow, for then it has had time to root in the
heart, and sets a precedent for the next time. Eventually it will become a habit not to seek forgiveness, but rather to
let these passions build up to the point where one is too proud to ask it. The heads of monastic communities ask
forgiveness each day of the brotherhood and entire community in the prayers at the conclusion of Compline and
Midnight Office; this indicates the importance of asking forgiveness from those with whom we live.
Seeking forgiveness from members of the family church can be patterned after the parish church's Vesper Service
on Forgiveness Sunday (Cheese-fare Sunday) when all parishioners seek forgiveness from one another. At the Vesper Service, each person says to the other, "Forgive me, a sinner," and then makes a complete prostration
(touching the head to the ground) before the other person, after which they exchange the apostolic kiss of peace by
kissing each other on alternate cheeks three times [or by kissing each other's right hand].
In the family church the member who has been angry or has spoken un-Christian words toward another, whether
or not this was justified, should ask forgiveness for his deeds, words or actions and make a complete prostration no
later than bed-time the same day.
Husband and wife, the evening before receiving Holy Communion, as part of their preparation, should ask forgiveness from each other as well as from the children and anyone else residing in the house. A tradition existing in
some pious Orthodox households is for the children on the evening prior to Communion to kiss the right hand of
their parents when asking forgiveness.
Before the reception of Holy Communion, an Orthodox Christian must ask forgiveness both from fellow believers
in the parish and friends with whom he has felt anger or has exchanged un-Christian words. He explains to them
his intention to receive Holy Communion
... and asks, in a general way, their forgiveness, he does not mention any particular offense unless there is a special reason for
doing so; the answer has become a formula: "May the Lord forgive!" This custom is founded on two convictions. When men
offend each other it is God that they offend; and it is to God that men confess their sins. But confession must be done in the
presence of a priest, and can honestly be done only by him who can think that he is reconciled with all men. [

Why a Fast for Dormition?
It would be a gross understatement to say that much has been written about the Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos. Yet very little has been written about the fast that precedes it. Every Orthodox Christian is aware and generally knows the reason behind the fasts for Pascha and Christmas. But while they may know of the Dormition Fast,
few follow it, and more than a few question why it is there, neither knowing its purpose. First, given the pervasive
misunderstanding of the purpose of fasting itself, a refresher on its purpose is always a good idea. There is a perception that we should fast when we want something, as though the act of fasting somehow appeases God, and seeing
us “suffer” gets Him to grant our request. Nothing can be further from the truth. It is not our fasting that pleases
God, it is the fruits of our fast (provided we fast in the proper mind set, and do not merely diet) that please Him. We
fast, not to get what we want, but to prepare ourselves to receive what God wants to give us. The purpose of fasting
is to bring us more in line with another Mary, the sister of Lazarus, and away from their sister Martha, who in the
famous passage was “anxious and troubled about many things.” Fasting is intended to bring us to the realization of
“the one thing needful.” It is to help us put God first and our own desires second, if not last. As such it serves to prepare us to be instruments of God’s will, as with Moses in his flight from Egypt and on Mt. Sinai, as well as our Lord’s
fast in the wilderness. Fasting turns us away from ourselves and toward God. In essence it helps us become like the
Theotokos, an obedient servant of God, who heard His word and kept it better than anyone else has or could. So why
do we fast before Dormition? In a close-knit family, word that its matriarch is on her deathbed brings normal life to
a halt. Otherwise important things (parties, TV, luxuries, personal desires) become unimportant; life comes to revolve around the dying matriarch. It is the same with the Orthodox family; word that our matriarch is on her
deathbed, could not (or at least should not) have any different effect than the one just mentioned. The Church,
through the Paraklesis Service, gives us the opportunity to come to that deathbed and eulogize and entreat the
woman who bore God, the vessel of our salvation and our chief advocate at His divine throne. And as, in the earthly
family, daily routines and the indulgence in personal wants should come to a halt. Fasting, in its full sense
(abstaining from food and desires) accomplishes this. Less time in leisure or other pursuits leaves more time for
prayer and reflection on she who gave us Christ, and became the first and greatest Christian. In reflecting on her
and her incomparable life, we see a model Christian life, embodying Christ’s retort to the woman who stated that
Mary was blessed because she bore Him: blessed rather are those who hear His word and keep it. Mary did this better than anyone. As Fr. Thomas Hopko has stated, she heard the word of God and kept it so well, that she of all
women in history was chosen not only to hear His Word but give birth to it (Him). So while we fast in contemplation of her life, we are simultaneously preparing ourselves to live a life in imitation of her. That is the purpose of
the Dormition Fast.

When the assumption of thine undefiled body was being prepared, the Apos-

ICON OF THE FEAST
The Icon of the Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos shows her on her deathbed
surrounded by the Apostles. Christ is standing in the center (1.) looking at His mother.
He is holding a small child clothed in white representing the soul of the Virgin Mary.
With His golden garments, the angels above His head, and the mandorla surrounding
Him, Christ is depicted in His divine glory
The posture of the Apostles direct attention toward the Theotokos (2.). On the right
Saint Peter censes the
body of the Theotokos.
On the left Saint Paul (3.)
bows low in honor of
her. Together with the
Apostles are several
bishops (4.) and women.
The bishops traditionally
represented are James, the
brother of the Lord,
Timothy, Heirotheus, and
Dionysius the Areopagite. They are shown
wearing Episcopal vestments. The women are
members of the church
in Jerusalem. In front of
the bed of the Theotokos
is a candle (5.) that helps to
form a central axis in the
icon. Above the candle is
the body of the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary.
Standing over His
mother is Christ holding
her most pure soul.
Above Christ the gates of
heaven stand open,
ready to receive the Mother
of God. This great
Feast of the Church and
the icon celebrates a
fundamental teaching of
our faith—the Resurrection of the body. In the case of the Theotokos, this has been accomplished by the
divine will of God. Thus, this Feast is a feast of hope, hope in Resurrection and life
eternal. Like those who gathered around the body of the Virgin Mary, we gather around
our departed loved ones and commend their souls into the hands of Christ. As we remember those who have reposed in the faith before us and have passed on into the communion of the Saints, we prepare ourselves to one day be received into the new life of
the age to come. We also affirm through this Feast as we journey toward our heavenly
abode that the Mother of God intercedes for us. Through Christ she has become the
mother of all of the children of God, embracing us with divine love.

JULY
5 July Sunday prosforon and coffee hour April Dellas
12 July Sunday prosforon and coffee hour Anastasia
Stevens

19 July Sunday prosforon and coffee hour Frederika
Vaupen

20 July Monday (Saint Elias the Prophet) prosforon Fr. Dimitri
26 July Sunday prosforon and coffee hour Anna Pat-

Stewardship 2015
We have collected so far $44, 500 in stewardship this year . Our budget
for the year is $135,000. If you have not yet
signed your Stewardship card . Please do so.
Every Steward is very important to us, If
you need a card, you may pick one up at the
church or please call the church.

salis
AUGUST
2 August Sunday prosforon Leslie Cook, coffee hour Judy Brophy
& Helen Skinas
6 August Transfiguration of the Lord prosforon Fr. Dimitri
9 August Sunday prosforon and coffee hour Angel Keenan & Maria
Gross (sister)
15 August Saturday (Dormition of the Theotokos) prosforon Fr Dimitri
Pappas
16 August Sunday prosforon Fr. Dimitri P coffee hour Pig roast
23 August Sunday prosforon Mary Santikos, coffee hour Nia Parry
30 August Sunday prosforon Diane Tintor coffee hour Kerry Tramontanas
Prosfora must be at the church by 9:00 a.m.
To change your day you must find and give sufficient notice to someone to take
your place.You're also responsible for coffee room clean up.
Rinse coffee urns, wipe down counters and tables, sweep floor, replace soiled table
cloths, place bag of garbage in green bin and wheel it down to the church mailbox. An important detail. Questions? Call Nia Parry 424-1402.

Feast day Celebration
On Sunday, August 16
Please come and celebrated the
feast day of our church. A pig
roast and other delicious food will
be served. Donations $15 each
person.

Alexiou, Gay Lynn
Alexis, Dean & Cynthia
Argos, Potitsa
Ballas, Peter
Boone-Van Zandt,
Dennis & Tonya
Brophy, Judith
Carl, Melissa
Constantaras, Dr. Alex &
Niki
Constantaras, Alexia
Cook, Bess & Leslie
Daskalos, Chris & Milly
Daskalos , George
Dellas, Mike and April
Denko John & Shirley
Denko Katherine
Eddings Scott & Lena
Ennis, Mac
Grivas, Peter
Hardwick, Bonnie
Hondros, Maria
Kalangis, Alex & Svenja
Karalis, Pano

Kassisieh Qustandi
Kefal, Nymphe
Kitsos, Vasilos&Christina
Knutson, Kristofer
Komis, Lemonia & Peter
Kurtz, Eva
Lamn, Diana
Manos, Peter
Mallory, Gary & Thoula
Mallory, Matina

Pavlakos, Niko & Marina
Pavlakos, Vasilios &
Evange
Proestos, Paul & Susan
Robeson, Steven & Besty
Razatos, Leonardo
Round, Raphal and
Juliana
Sander, Vicki
Santikos, Mary
Martinez, Matthew &
Santikos , Violeta
Maryol, Georgia
Shea, Michael and Gael
Margo, Carol
Levings
Nicholson, DJ & Marga- Skinas, Hellen
ret
Sleder, Al & Martha
O’Brien, Mary
Steven, Joe and Anastasia
Panagopoulos, Pavlos
Tintor, Diane
Pappas, Alex & Rena
Topakas, George & LuPappas, Fr. Dimitrios
rani
Pappas, George A.
Tramontanas, Kerry
Pappas, Dean & Jennifer Tramontanas, Tracey
Parry, Eugenia
Vaupen, Burt &
Patsalis, Ignatios & Anna Frederika
Pavlakos, Costa
Zrilic, Djuro

AUGUST 2015
Sun
1 Thomas Sunday
Orthros 9:00am
Divine Liturgy 10:00am

Mon
2*SHADED AREAS ARE
FASTING DAYS*

Tue
3

Wed
Wed

Thu
Thu

4

Fri
Fri

5

6

Sat
Sat
17

Vespers 6:00pm
8 Myrrh bearers
2
St. John the Theologian
Orthros 9:00 am
Orthros9:00am
Divine Liturgy 10:00am
10:00 am
MOTHERS DAY

15 Paralytic
9
Parish Council meeting
Orthros9:00am
Orthros
9:00 am
Divine
Liturgy
10:00am
Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

22 Samaritan Women
16
Pig Roast
Celebration
Orthros
9:00am
Divine Liturgy 10:00am
Orthros 9:30 am
Divine Liturgy 10:30 am

9
3

10
4

11
5

12
6 Transfigurations
Orthros 9:00 am
Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

13
7

Great vesper 6pm

16
10

17
11

18
12
Mid– Pentecost

19
13

PARAKLESIS
Orthros 9:00am
6pm
Divine Liturgy 10:00am
23
17

24
18

25
19

PARAKLESIS
6pm
20
14

Great Vespers 6pm
26
20

27
21

14
8

Wedding 4:30pm
No Vespers
21 St. Constantine and
15Helen
Dormition Of the Theotokos
Orthros 9:00am
Orthros
am10:00am
Divine 9:00
Liturgy
Divine Liturgy 10:00 am
Vespers 6:00pm
28
22

Vespers 6:00pm
29 Blind Man
Orthros
9:00am
23
Divine Liturgy
10:00am
Orthros
9:00 am
Divine Liturgy 10:00 am
30 St. Alexandros
Orthros 9:00 am
Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

30
MEMORIAL
24
St. KosmasDAY
Aitolos

31

31
25

26 St. Natalia

27

28

29 Beheading of St. John
the Baptist

JULY 2015
Sun
Sun

Mon
Mon

Tue

Wed
Wed

Tue
1

1 Thomas Sunday
Orthros 9:00am
Divine Liturgy 10:00am

2
*SHADED AREAS ARE
FASTING DAYS*

5 Parish Council Meeting
8 Myrrh bearers
St. John 9:00am
the Theologian
Orthros
Orthros9:00am
Divine
Liturgy 10:00am
Divine Liturgy 10:00am
MOTHERS DAY

6

12 General Assembly
15 Paralytic
Orthros9:00am
Orthros 8:00am
10:00am
Divine Liturgy 9:00am

13

3

Thu
2

Fri

Thu
3

4

5

6

Sat
Sat

Fri

4 FOURTH OF JULY
7

Vespers 6:00pm
9

7 St. Kyriaki
10

9

8
11

10
12

11
13

Wedding 4:30pm
No Vespers
14
16

15
17

16
18
Mid– Pentecost

19

17 St. Marinas
20

Orthros 9:00am
Divine Liturgy 10:00am
19
22 Samaritan Women
Orthros 9:00am
Divine Liturgy 10:00am

14
Wedding 4:00pm

20 PROPHET ELIAS FEST
DAY 23

21
24

22
25
St. Magdalenis

23
26

24 St. Christinas
27

18
21 St. Constantine and
Helen
Orthros 9:00am
Divine Liturgy 10:00am
25 St. Vespers
Anna 6:00pm
28

Orthros 9:00am
Divine Liturgy 10:00am
Vespers 6:00pm
26 St.. Paraskevi
29 Blind
Man
Orthros
9:00am
OrthrosLiturgy
9:00am10:00am
Divine
Divine Liturgy 10:00am

27 St. Panteleimonos
30
MEMORIAL DAY

28 St. Irene Chrysovalantou
31

29

30

31

