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The glorious Elias,  

incarnate messenger of God,  

pillar of prophets,  

and second forerunner of the coming of Christ 

 
 
 

 
 

sent grace from on high  

to Elisha that he might cleanse lepers  

and heal sickness  

Ecclesiastical New Year + 
September 1 

 

"O Word of the Father from before the 

ages, Who, being in the form of God, 

broughtest creation into being out of noth-

ing; Thou Who hast put the times and sea-

sons in Thine own power: Bless the crown 

of the year with Thy goodness; give peace 

unto Thy churches, victory unto Thy faith-

ful hierarchs, fruitfulness unto the earth, 

and Great Mercy unto us." 

--Orthros of the Feast, Tone 3  
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A WELCOME NOTE TO OUR GUESTS:  

We are glad to have you worshipping with us today.   

Please sign our Guest Register  

and introduce yourself to Father Dimitrios  after the service.   

Please join us for lunch following the Divine Liturgy.  
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SERVICES FOR  SEPTEMBER  

SUNDAY, 4 SEPTEMBER 

Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

THURSDAY,  8 SEPTEMBER 

Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

SUNDAY, 11 SEPTEMBER 

Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

TUESDAY, 14 SEPTEMBER 

VESPER  Liturgy 6:00pm 

SUNDAY, 18  SEPTEMBER  

Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

SUNDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER  

Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

  

  

 

 

SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 
   

SUNDAY, 2 OCTOBER 

Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

 SUNDAY, 9 OCTOBER 

Orthros  9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

 SUNDAY,  16 OCTOBER  
Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

SUNDAY, 23 OCTOBER 
Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

MONDAY, 30 OCTOBER  
Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

 

 

 
 

                                                         SERVICES AND INFORMATION  
                                     Times of Services: 

                       Sundays: Orthros/Matins - 9:00am; Divine Liturgy - 10:00am  

  

 

  

   

  
                                                     September 1 is the beginning of the Orthodox ecclesiastical year.  

According to Tradition, it was on September 1 that our Lord and Saviour entered the synagogue in 

his hometown of Nazareth and was given to read a scroll from the prophet Isiah. It was customary 

at that time for the Jewish male to read in the synagogue once he had reached his thirtieth year. It 

was not a coincidence that Christ read prophetic words which referred to Him personally. It was the 

will of God for Him to be revealed in this manner. When 

He stood to read these were the words He uttered:  

ñThe Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 

anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent 

me to heal the broken- hearted, to preach deliverance 

to the captives, and recov- ering of sight to the blind, to set 

at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the accept-

able year of the Lordò (Isiah 61:1-2).  

St. Lukeôs gospel tells us Christ then ñclosed the book, 

and gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the 

eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened 

on him. And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. And all bare 

him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouthò (Luke 4:20-

22). The Church, in her wisdom, decided the appropriate day to begin the Church year was the very 

day on which Christ began His ministry, the day He began to ñpreach the acceptable year of the 

Lordò. 

Interestingly, the ecclesiastical year begins and ends with the Theotokos. On September 8 we cele-

brate her nativity, just one week into the new Church year. We celebrate her dormition, or falling 

asleep, on August 15, two weeks before the end of the Church year.  

I donôt think we can view this as a coincidence. Our salvation begins with her as she was the long-

awaited one; without her Christ would not have been born. So her own nativity is a kind of 

ñbeginning of our salvationò (Troparion of the Nativity of Christ). Her falling asleep and being es-

corted by her Son to Paradise is the appropriate ending. Taking our cue from the Lady Theotokos an 

appropriate ñnew yearôs resolutionò should be to die with Christ so that we can live with Him, to en-

dure so that we too will reign.  

ñFor if we have died with him, we will also live with him; and if we endure we shall also reign with 

himò (2 Tim. 2:11). 



  
     

 

  
  
 

 

 

 

 

   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 Turkish Authorities Ban Christian Liturgy in Panagia Sumela Monastery  
 
 Turkish authorities notified the  Ecumenical Patriarchate  that the license for the 

yearly mass at Panagia Sumela  Monastery in Trabzon is revoked.  

After five  consecutive years during which it was allowed to have Orthodox Christian 
divine liturgy on August 15 at Panagia Sumela  Monastery in  Trabzon , this year the 
permit was revoked. The official reason given is that during the monastery restora-

tion works, static problems appeared in the building.  

The ban has caused great disappointment to thousands of  Pontian people  worldwide, 
and people from Greece who had planned to travel to the region these days to cele-
brate the Feast of the Assumption on 

August 15.  

Sources within the Patriarchate of 

Constantinople who prefer to remain 

anonymous and many Pontic Greeks 

believe that the construction static 

problems in- voked is a pretext 

and they fear that Christian mass 

will never be al- lowed in the historic 

monastery again.  

The doors of the Sumela Monastery 

reopened in June 2010, after 88 years. The Turkish government had given permis-

sion to the Ecumenical Patriarchate to have a patriarchal liturgy for the Feast of the 

Assumption every year.  

The license for the monastery to open its doors to the Christian faithful once a year 

was permanent. However, at the end of May the Turkish authorities warned the Ecu-

menical Patriarchate that the license is revoked, and have not clarified whether the 

revocation will only apply for this year. Situated on a steep cliff 1,200 meters above 

sea level and facing the Altēndere valley, the monastery is a site of great historical 

and cultural significance, as well as a major tourist attraction within Altēndere Na-

tional Park.  

Greece furious over Muslim prayers held at Hagia Sophia, a former Greek 

Orthodox Christian cathedral  

 The morning prayer from the Koran was read at  Hagia Sophia  in Istanbul on the first 
day of Muslim Ramadan, Monday, June 6, in the presence of Turkeyôs general secre-
tary of religious affairs.  

The former Byzantine church that now serves as a museum, will turn into 

a mosque  for the next 30 days and the Koran will be read daily until July 5, when 
Ramadan ends. Religious state channel TRT Diyanet will be broadcasting daily at 2:00 
pm from Hagia Sophia.  

The fact that the former 

Christian Or- thodox Church 

that for the past 80 years 

has operated as a museum 

and now turns into a mosque 

for one month has touched a 

sensitive nerve with 

Christian Greeks and has 

been criticized broadly.  

However, no official com-

plaint was voiced from the Greek government. The lack of official reaction has 

prompted criticism from conservative opposition party New Democracy.  

ñThe decision of Turkish authorities to schedule the Koran reading in Hagia Sophia for 

the next month, has virtually transformed it into a mosque for the first time in 80 

years. It is a provocative and incomprehensible act and shows disrespect against Or-

thodox Christians across the world and is not in line with Turkeyôs European course,ò 

said in a joint statement the coordinator of Foreign Affairs and Defence of New De-

mocracy, Dora Bakoyannis, and head of the partyôs Foreign sector Ioannis Kefalogian-

nis. The conservative party MPs also call on the foreign ministry to take appropriate 

action immediately and criticize the ministry for its lukewarm, defeatist policy of not 

displeasing anyone and being good to everyone.  

 

  

http://eu.greekreporter.com/tag/ecumenical-patriarchate/
http://eu.greekreporter.com/tag/trabzon/
http://eu.greekreporter.com/tag/pontian-greeks/
http://eu.greekreporter.com/tag/hagia-sophia/
http://eu.greekreporter.com/tag/mosque/


  
 

 

  

September and October 2015 
 
   
4 Sep. (11th Sunday of Matthew) prosforon & coffee hour, 

April Dellas.  
11 Sep. (Sunday before Holy Cross) prosforon & coffee hour, 

Anastasia Stevens. 
18 Sep. (Sunday after Holy Cross) prosforon & coffee hour, Mi-

chelle Armijo & Anna Patsalis.  
25 Sep. (1st Sunday of Luke) prosforon & coffee hour, Mary 
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2 Oct. (2nd Sunday of Luke) prosforon, Diane Tintor; coffee hour, Nym-

phe Kefal. 
9 Oct. (3rd Sunday of Luke) prosforon & coffee hour, Mac Ennis.  
16 Oct. (Sunday of the 7th Ecumenical Council) prosforon, Iggy Pat-

salis; coffee hour, Nia Parry.  
23 Oct. (6th Sunday of Luke) prosforon, Diane Tintor; coffee hour, Niki 

Constantaras. 
30 Oct. (5th Sunday of Luke) prosforon & coffee hour, Anastasia Ste-

vens. 
 
Prosfora must be at the church by 9:00  a.m. 

To change your day you must find and give sufficient notice to someone to take 

your place.You're also responsible for coffee room clean up.  
Rinse coffee urns, wipe down counters and tables, sweep floor, replace soiled table 

cloths, place bag of garbage in green bin and wheel it down to the church mail-

box. An important detail. Questions? Call Nia Parry 424-1402. 
  

 Consecration Fundraiser  

 

Saturday  

 

October 15, 2016  
 

Quail Run  

On Old Pecos Rd.  

6:00pm to 9:00pm  

Stewardship   Stewardship 2016    

We have collected so far  
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 Stewardship 2016    

We have collected so far $52, 600 in steward-

ship this year . Our budget for the year is 

$135,000. If you have not yet signed your 

Stewardship card . Please do so. Every Stew-

ard is very important to us, If you need a 

card, you may pick one up at the church or 

please call the church. 

 Alexiou, Gay Lynn 

Alexis, Dean & Cynthia 

Anghel Marian & Livia 

 Armijo, Michelle 

Bailey Constance A. 

Ballas, Peter 

 Boone-Van Zandt,  

       Dennis & Tonya 

Brophy, Judith 

C De Baca George & litsa 

Calott, Chris 

Capehart, Robert & Diana 

Christodoulou, Christos & 

Athena 

Chronis, Tassos  

Christiansen, Georgia 

Constantaras, Dr. Alex &  

         Niki  

Constantaras, Alexia 

 Cook, Bess & Leslie 

Daskalos George & Jaclyn 

Daskalos, Jimmy & Nadine 

Daskalos, Chris and Milly 

Dellas, Mike and April 

Denko John & Shirley 

Denko Katherine 

Ennis, Mac 

Grivas, Peter 

Hardwick, Bonnie 

 Josephakis, Yianni & 

Diane  

  Kalangis, Alex  

Karalis, Pano 

 Kassisieh Qustandi 

Keenan, Francis & Angel 

 Knutson, Kristofer 

Komis, Lemonia & Peter  

Kurtz, Eva 

 Mallory, Gary & Thoula 

Mallory, Matina 

 Manole Nick & Asimina 

 Maryol, Georgia 

Margo, Carol 

Miaris, John 

Michas, Christ & Sophia 

Morland, Helen  
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 Pappas, Alex & Rena  

Pappas, Fr. Dimitrios 

Pappas, Dean & Jennifer 

Parry, Eugenia 

Patsalis, Ignatios & Anna 

Pavlakos, Costa 

Pavlakos, Niko & Marin-

Pavlakos, Vasilios &      

            Evange 

 Proestos, Paul & Susan 

Robeson, Steven & Besty 

Razatos, Leonardo   

Round, Raphal  

Round, Russell  (Ignatios) 

Sakona Evelyn 

Sander, Vicki 

 Santikos, Mary 

Santikos , Violeta 

Shea Michael and Gael 

Levings 

Skinas, Hellen 

 Steven, Joe and Anastasia 

Tintor, Diane 

Topakas, George & Lurani 

Tramontanas, Kerry 

 Vaupen,    Frederika 

Velisavljevic Nenad & 

Ivanka 

Zrilic, Djuro 

 

  

  

  


