
 

 

  ST. ELIAS THE PROPHET 
  GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH  

 JULY/ AUGUST 2014 
 

 

 

The glorious Elias,  

incarnate messenger of God,  

pillar of prophets,  

and second forerunner of the coming of Christ 

 
 
 

 
 

sent grace from on high  

to Elisha that he might cleanse lepers  

and heal sickness  

 

Prayer in the Time of Drought  
  

O Master, Lord our God, Who didst hear 
Elijah the Tishbite because of his zeal for 

Thee, and for a time didst command that rain 
be held back from being sent unto the earth, 
and again at his prayer didst grant it fruit -
bearing rain: Do Thou Thyself, O Master of 

all, Who art being entreated, out of Thy deep 
compassion grant abundant rain unto Thine 
inheritance; and, overlooking our sins, do 

Thou send down Thy rains upon every place 
entreating and praying for it. Make glad the 

face of the earth, for the sake of Thy poor 
people and infants, and animals and all oth-
ers, for they trust in Thee, that Thou wilt give 
drink unto them in due season. For Thou art 

our God, a God Who showeth mercy and 
saveth, and unto Thee do we send up glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and 

to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages, Amen. 
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A WELCOME NOTE TO OUR GUESTS:  

We are glad to have you worshipping with us today.   

Please sign our Guest Register  

and introduce yourself to Father Dimitrios  after the service.   

Please join us for lunch following the Divine Liturgy.  
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     SERVICES FOR  JULY   

Sunday, 6July  

Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

Sunday, 13 July 

Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

Satuarday, 19 July  Great Vesper 6:00pm. 

Sunday, 20 July Prophet Elias  

Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

Saturday, 26 July  

Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

Sunday, 27 July   

  Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

  

SERVICES FOR AUGUST  
 Friday, August 1 

Paraklesis 6:00pm.  

Sunday, 3 August  

Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

Wednesday , 6  August  Transfiguration  

Orthros  9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

 Friday, 8 August  

Paraklesis 6:00pm.  

Sunday, 10  August 

Orthros  9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

Thursday,, 14 August    
Great Vespers 6pm  

Friday, 15 August Dormition of the Theotokos  

Orthros  9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

Sunday, 17 August   
Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

Sunday, 24  August  
Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

 Sunday, 31, August  
Orthros 9:00am Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

 

 
 

                                                         SERVICES AND INFORMATION  
                                     Times of Services: 

                       Sundays: Orthros/Matins - 9:00am; Divine Liturgy - 10:00am  

  

 

  

   

  

   Life of St. Irene Chrysovalantou: JULY 28th  

St. Irene was an Orthodox nun in 9th century Turkey. As the story goes, she was a beauty with long, blond 

hair. The Turkish king was looking for a beautiful wife with good virtue and so St. Irene was to the palace. On 

her way to see the king, St. Irene met a holy man, on Mt. Olympus named Ioannikios the Great, who told 

Irene her destiny and that she should join the Convent of Chrysovalantou. By the time she arrived at the pal-

ace, the king was already married. So she went to the convent and became a nun.  

St. Irene was known for her humility and eventually became abbess of the convent. In her lifetime St.Irene 

performed many miracles and healed many souls. As the story goes, an angel appeared and presented her 

with three apples from heaven. She ate the first one in tiny pieces over 40 days, cut up the second and gave 

pieces to other nuns who were sick, and they were healed. She ate the last apple just before her death at age 

102. Miracles of St. Irene:  

The following is only one of the many miracles of St.Irene.   ñSt. Irene unfazed in prayer despite being on fireò 
One night as St. Irene was praying with her hands lifted up towards heaven, the demons came into her cell 

and began to scream in a terrifying voice. They spoke in an unfit manner and tried to distract our holy mother 
from prayer. They, however, were unable to faze the Saint. Nevertheless, the demons continued to taunt Irene 
and mimicked her by saying, ñWooden Irene, wooden feet hold you up. For how long will you torture our race, 
how long will you burn us with your prayers and how long will you hurt and make us sad?ò Our venerable 
mother remained unfazed. This audacious demon then lit a candle from the votive lamp and continued to light 
the mantle and veil of the saint herself on fire. The flames reached down to the ground and burned not only 

the saintôs clothing, but deep into the skin on her shoulders, chest, and back. Her entire body would have 

surely burned had it not been for one of the sisters who rushed it to put the fire out after smelling it  from her 
own cell down the hall. Unbelievably, the saint continued to stand unfazed by the whole event. Irene stood tall, 
hands still in the air and praying to our Lord above. ñMy childò, Irene said to the frightened nun, ñwhy did you 
do such a bad thing and interrupt the good that was taking place? We shouldnôt think about the human things, 
but rather about the divine. An angel was standing in front of me weaving a wreath of various marvelous and 
fragrant flowers and as he stretched out his hand to place this wreath on my head, you came in. You thought 

that you were committing a praiseworthy act but instead committed a most unpraiseworthy act.   The angel 
saw you and left. You brought to me sorrow and I lost a great opportunity.ò The sister began to cry as she be-
gan to gather up the fragments of our venerable motherôs habit. They were partly burned and stuck to her 
flesh. A glorious fragrance then came forth from her. This fragrance was sweeter smelling and more powerful 
than all the costly perfumes that could be purchased. This aroma filled the monastery for many days and the 
nuns glorified thy God for this was a true miracle.ò 

When we visited this church we saw baskets of flowers and more flowers in Ziploc bags. Since we were not 

knowledgeable of St. Ireneôs miracleôs we decided to ask a friendly elderly Greek lady on the front desk. She 

told us that the priest blessed the flowers and when someone was sick in the family, the mother would take a 

small piece of flower and burn it and then spread the fragrance throughout the house.  

   



  
     

 

  
  
 

 

 

 

 

   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 They are coming! 
What exciting news for all of us. The Iconographers Maria Sigala and Niko 

Spanopoulos will be coming on July 19 until August 25 to complete the west 

wing of the church . If you would like to be part of this historic endeavor please 

call and speak to Fr. Dimitrios or send in your donations to the church. Thank 

you for all those who have come forth. 

     


